
Tires and Motor Oil 
Facility Services is responsible for maintaining the pool of campus work vehicles. Both used tires and motor oil 
must be properly handled to avoid environmental hazards, such as large scale fires and contamination of water 
sources. 

Used motor oil and other used automotive-type fluids are taken to the Auto Shop and placed in their used oil 
bulk tank which is pumped out by a recycler. Other departments, such as Maintenance and Technical, have 
had their used fluids pumped out by recyclers in the past. 

Where Does It Go? 
Tires from JJC are collected by a local recycler and those that meet safety standards are resold as used tires. 
The majorities of tires are not suitable for reuse and are shredded into crumb rubber for use in a variety of 
manufacturing applications. 

Motor oil is collected and picked up by a local company processed and reused. Both lubricants, such as motor 
oil and fuels, such as heating oil, are petroleum products. When an oil can no longer perform its original 
lubrication job, it may be perfectly suitable for reuse and a second life as a fuel petroleum product in, say, a 
power plant with little or no treatment. 

If some treatment is needed, reprocessing of used motor oil removes some water and particles so that the oil 
can be burned and used as fuel to generate heat or electricity for commercial operations. 

Up to 74 percent of all oil reuse/recycling in the U.S. is for burning in turbines, incinerators, power plants, 
cement kilns and manufacturing facilities (asphalt, steel, etc.). 

An additional 11 percent of used motor oil is burned in specifically designed industrial space heaters. This 
creates a valuable form of energy, which helps our economy by avoiding the need to refine new commercial 
heating oil from imported crude oil. 

	  
	  


